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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of St. Augustine’s Catholic Academy Trust

It has been another busy fortnight at in school where we have celebrated the beginning of the season of
Advent. This week, we welcomed back our Class of 2024! It was a wonderful evening and it was great to see
them all again at St. Augustine’s, with tales aplenty of their post-16 endeavours, we wish them all the success
for the future. School is buzzing with festivity as we prepare for our Carol Concert that will take place on
Monday evening (tickets are available on the door and can be purchased with card or cash). We are also getting

organised for our end of term Masses and Awards assemblies. With this, | would like us all to reflect;

God of Love,

During the Advent season, when life is busy and excitement is in the air, we take time to think about the
awesome gift of the birth of Jesus. We reflect on the great love you have for us that will be shown through
your Son, Jesus. Show me how to love others in the power of your love.

Thank you for your continued support and | hope you enjoy the read.

With every blessing for a restful weekend,

s Host

Important Dates

9t December — School Carol Service at 7.00pm
10t December - Senior Citizen’s Party
20" December — Mock Results Day for Year 11
20" December — Early Closure at 12.15pm for Christmas Break
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School Uniform

We are pleased that our pupils are regularly
complimented on their appearance. Our rules on
uniform and appearance have evolved over time and are
strongly influenced by the feedback we get from parents
who set high standards at home and like to see these
being reinforced at school. They want their children to
go to school dressed in an appropriate way and they
support our emphasis on respect for the dignity of
young people. In turn, we value the strong backing we
get from parents over uniform matters.

Our uniform is compulsory and must be worn correctly
by all pupils at all times in school. Every child admitted
to the school has been given a place on the clear
understanding that their parents or carers accept and
comply with our policies.

Pupils in year 7-10 must now wear their burgundy v-
neck jumpers under their blazers.

Lost Property

We have a large number of coats that
have been handed in this term that have
not been claimed; an e-mail has gone
out to all families with further
information so we can try and reunite
them with pupils. All lost property items
will be displayed in the dining room on
the afternoon of Tuesday 10th
December for pupils to claim.

Following this, we will then also be
opening up the school from 3.30pm -
5.00pm on Tuesday 10th December to
display all lost property and spare
uniform (mostly donated items) which
will be available for parents to collect
free of charge. Please note following this
day, all unclaimed or spare items will be
sent to charity.



Saint Augustine’s Roman Catholic High School

Carol Service

Monday 9" December 7:00pm

Monday 9th December at 7:00 pm
Carol Service and Seasonal Refreshments
Cash or Card payment on arrival
£3.00 Adults and £2.00 Children/Concessions
All proceeds to CAFOD
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Year 11 Mock Interviews

Our annual year 11 Mock Interviews took place this week.
Thank you so much to the local businesses and education
providers that offered their time to support this important
pupil experience.

It is such a valuable and enjoyable experience that will give

our Year 11 pupils an insight into post-16 life.

Tapas Treats!

Year 10 pupils have started their Spanish GCSE journey on the
topic of Food & Health, so were lucky enough to visit an
authentic Spanish restaurant to eat Tapas and be warmly
welcomed by a Spanish family.

Pupils were complimented on how polite they all were and

how they were such good eaters!

Blood Brothers

The English department took 42 Year 11 pupils to the Palace
Theatre in Manchester to see 'Blood Brothers'. All the pupils and
staff loved the show and gave the cast a standing ovation at the
end. Thanks to our wonderful Year 11 pupils for the superb
behaviour and attitude on the trip, and to the equally wonderful

staff for supporting the trip.

Choir Performance at St. Mary's Church

The school solo choir together with Acapella singers will be performing at St.

Mary's Church this Sunday. Tickets will be available for purchase on the door.



It's Christmas Time - Parents guide to help keep children safe online

It’s always

A Parent’s Guide to A Parent’s Guide to best to be
Social Media Sharing Pictures Gaming
prepared

Many parents
may be planning
to give electronic
gadgets to their
children this

2| festive period.
Our guide is
designed to help
A Parent’s Guide to P e A Parent’s Guide to parents take a
. . phone’s camera to see the . . g
Online Grooming guides on our website Live Streaming realistic approach

to help keep their
children safe
when using the
internet, social
media and
playing online
games.

% l . @ Scan the QR
code to find

A Parent’s Guide to A Parent’s Guide to A Parent’s Guide to out more.
Oonline Influencers Fake News Privacy Settings

Online safety is when young people know who they can tell
if they feel upset by something that has happened online.

Developed in partnership with

—
Home Office

Parents please contact your school to enquire attending
their next e-safety workshop or have any concerns.

Working with Home Office ‘PREVENT’, The Police and Crime Commissioner
and Children’s Safeguarding Partnerships to help keep children safe online.

Skips Educational Email: info@skipsed.com Tel: +44 121 227 1941

Skips www.skipssafetynet.org ) e i
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Ghristmas BDra

1stPrize - £250
2nd Prize - £100
3rd Prize - £50 plus other prizes
TO BE DRAWN IN THE SCHOOL ON MONDAY 16T DECEMBER 2024

REGISTERED UNDER THE LOTTERIES & GAMING ACT, 2008
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School Christmas Raffle Tickets

mm Thank you to all those that have supported our PTFA
Christmas raffle,

Tickets and money should be returned to the pupil services
office along with any unsold tickets/books by 9.15am
Monday 16" December.

Christmas Lunch
The first of our Festive Christmas Dinners started today with year 11 pupils
and members of staff enjoying a veritable feast of Turkey with all the

trimmings (including a Yorkshire pud!).

It really did mark the start of the festivities in school!

Celebration Evening

Congratulations to all of our leavers who returned to collect their
certificates and awards. Our thanks to Mike Wright, past
headteacher and guest of honour at Celebration Evening, for an
inspirational speech and for handing out the awards.

It was wonderful to see our Class of 2024 once again, we wish

you luck with all your future endeavours.

Talaxy

TALAXY is a valuable tool for your you and your child as it allows
you to view their live timetable, look at their achievements,
general conduct and attendance. This helps families to be fully
prepared for the academic week ahead, knowing exactly what
equipment pupils need to bring for the school day. If you are

struggling to access Talaxy, please email: info@sarchs.com
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Useful Resources and Support

Useful Online Safety Websites Useful contacts to report a concern

BB QNI SeliEhy SCrifielllis SO e If you are worried and need help, then please contact one of the
ALL aspects of internet use .

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/ following:
Internet Matters — wide range of online Tel: 0800 1111 WWW.CeOp.pOHCG.Uk
safety advice for parents to keep their Web:

children safe on-line.
https://www.internetmatters.org/

www.childline.co.uk

keoth PAPYRUS .
PREVENTION OF YOUMNG SUICIDE Samaritans are

here to listen
24/7, 365 days
a vyear. Call
116 123 for
support

Kooth is a free, safe and anonymous Papyrus provide confidential support and advice to
online mental wellbeing community young people struggling with thoughts of suicide,
which includes a live chat with the and anyone worried about a young person. Call
team feature, discussion boards, 0800 068 4141 or text 07860 039967 (opening

magazines and helpful articles and a hours: 9.00am — 12.00am, 365 days a year)
daily journal.

Online Resources

There are apps available, such as ‘Calm Harm’ and ‘Clear Fear’ that you can download to your mobile, or if you
have a tablet. These can provide useful distraction techniques for managing anxiety and thoughts of self-harm.

Useful Contacts

e The Mental Health Crisis Line in Lancashire are available 24/7 over the phone and can be contacted on 0800 953 0110

e The Well-Being Helpline is available Monday — Friday, 7.00pm — 11.00pm plus Saturday & Sunday 12.00pm — 12.00am,
it is staffed by volunteers who can offer emotional support or if you would like to chat about your mental health. This
helpline can be reached on 0800 915 4640 or by texting the word ‘Hello@ to 07860 022846

e Hopeline UK is a young person’s suicide prevention charity. They can be called on 0800 068 4141 or text 07860 039967

e www.youngminds.org.uk Information for children and young people about mental health and wellbeing. Free 24/7 crisis
messenger — text YM to 85258

e https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/ advice and practical tips to help look after your mental health and wellbeing.

e www.itsgoodtotalk.org.uk Listings of local counsellors

e www.themix.org.uk The Mix's Crisis Messenger text service is available 24/7 and open to anyone aged 25 or under living
in the UK. If you're in crisis and need to talk, text THEMIX to 85258 Helpline: 0800 808 4994

e www.thecalmzone.net Support for young men who are down or in a crisis.
Helpline 0800585858

e http://www.centreplace.org.uk/talkzone.htm counselling, live chat on-line or telephone

o www.the-lookout.org.uk Support around domestic abuse for young people and families, run by Children & Family

Wellbeing service.

e www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-young-people Information and support for mental health and wellbeing
issues.

e https:/mermaidsuk.org.uk - Helping gender-diverse kids, young people and their families
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