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Advice for families

During the Spring term, Year 9 pupils will choose the option
subjects they wish to study at KS4. Ideally, these choices should
be a reflection of the abilities and interests of each pupil.

Throughout this booklet, we have discussed all the different
_ factors that should be considered.

Some pupils already know which career they wish to follow and will find that the
requirements coincide with the subjects they enjoy the most and in which they are
progressing well.

However, some pupils will change their minds and many, at the moment, do not
know which career they wish to follow.

Therefore, it is important that the choice of subjects is well balanced, thus leaving
as many doors open as possible.

We hope that you will find this booklet useful in helping you with the options
process. I look forward to meeting you in school at the Information Evening on
Tuesday 27th January at 6.00pm and at Progress Evening on Thursday 5th
February 4.00 - 7.00pm.

Matt Holden

What subjects can I choose?

Some subjects remain compulsory:

« Religious Education

o Mathematics

« English

 Science

e Core PE (lhour per week)

Pupils will be able to choose 3 additional GCSEs or vocational alternatives.

If in doubt about the subject combinations required by Post-16 or Higher Education
providers, please consult the relevant websites or contact them directly to seek
advice. The UCAS website provides details of university entrance requirements for
each course.
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Support from school

Option Talks
Subject staff are speaking to pupils in their timetabled lessons to support their
option choices this year.

Option Information Evening for Parents, Carers and Pupils
A meeting for Year 9 families and pupils, to explain the options programme in
more detail, will be held on Tuesday 27th January 2026 at 6.00pm.

Year 9 Progress Evening
There will also be an opportunity for parents to speak with teachers at the Year 9
Progress Meeting on Thursday 5th February 2026 to discuss progress and options.

Deadline for completed online options forms will be Friday February 27th 2026.
Pupils will be informed of their final option allocations in June/July.

What if a course is oversubscribed?

We are proud of the fact that we are able to offer a wide selection of courses each
year. However, on occasions, it may be necessary to review the subjects on offer
during the selection process.

Although we will do our best to offer pupils their preferred subjects,
occasionally, due to staffing constraints and the availability of facilities, it is not
always possible to do so. If, for example, not enough pupils choose a subject,
then it will be withdrawn. Conversely, if a subject is oversubscribed, we will do
our best to offer an additional group but there may be occasions when this is not
possible.

If a number of subjects become oversubscribed and it is not possible to offer
additional groups, in the interest of fairness, pupils who wish to study a number
of oversubscribed subjects may in fact only be offered one of them.

\_ /
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How will subjects be graded?

GCSE Grades

GCSE subjects are graded
as 9 - 1, with 9 being the
highest grade.

Vocational Courses

Level 1/2 vocational courses will be

graded as:
D2* > D2 > M2 > P2
D1> Ml >Pl >U

The approximate equivalencies of the new GCSEs to the old GCSEs and vocational
alternatives are indicated below.

New GCSE 9 8
Old GCSE A¥* A*
Vocational D2*

Level 2
7 6 5 4 3
A B B/C C D
D2 M2 P2 Dl

KS4 Option Choices

GCSE Courses

e Art, Craft & Design

o Computer Science

e Design & Technology
e Drama

e Food & Nutrition

e French

» Geography

e Graphic Communications
« History

e Music

e Physical Education

e Spanish

« Triple Science

Level 1/2
Vocational Courses

o Cambridge Nationals
Health & Social Care
o Cambridge Nationals
Creative iMedia

» Cambridge Nationals
Sports Studies

o Cambridge Nationals
Engineering Design

» Cambridge Nationals
Engineering
Programmable Systems

Level 1
2 1 U
E F/G U

Ml Pl U



OPTIONS 2026

Ql:
Al :

A2:

Q3:
A3:

Q4.

A4 :

AS5:

A6 :

QT:
AT :

Q2:

Q5:

Q6:

Factors to Consider

Are you good at a subject ?
Ability in a subject is a solid foundation upon which to base
future studies especially to examination level.

Do you like the subject ?

Enjoyment and interest in a subject are a big help when studying.
However, do consider why you like a subject. Is it because you
like the teacher ? If so it may well be that the same teacher will
not be teaching you inYears 10 and 11.

Do you know the demands of the subject ?

Find out all about the subject before you choose. Does the
subject require a high level of practical skill or is it likely that
here will be a greater amount of theory content ? How is the
course assessed? Ask the subject teacher if you want more
information.

Are you willing to work hard in class and make the necessary
effort with home learning?
This is vital for all subjects if you are to be successful.

Would the subject be useful for a future career ?

If you want advice regarding possible careers, consult the
relevant websites which are referred to on page 5 of

this booklet or ask staff for advice.

Is a certain combination of subjects possible?
If in doubt, ask Mrs Munro or Mr Holden

Is it foolish to choose a subject because a friend has chosen it ?
YES - so don’t do it! You are very likely to be in different classes
with different teachers anyway.
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Careers Advice
Careers support is offered in a number of ways:

« Careers lessons as part of the Personal Development programme.

« Assistance in making Year 9 subject choices through timetabled
options sessions.

« Targeted one to one sessions for Years 10 & 11 with Mrs Gaskill.

o Year 10 pupils will have the opportunity of a virtual work
experience later in the summer term.

« Opportunities to attend the Ribble Valley Careers Events will be
available.

o Year 11 pupils will receive an additional individual careers
appointment to discuss opportunities available to them.

« Various careers based activities during annual careers week (all
years , 19th—23rd Jan 2026)

« College application support - lunchtime drop in with post 16
providers (Year 11)

o Year 11 Mock Interviews

o Careers education within the curriculum and PD lessons.

Useful Websites
WWWw.ucas.com www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers
www.apprenticeships.gov.uk www.whystudylanguages.ac.uk
www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk www.mathscareers.org.uk
www.russellgroup.ac.uk www.brightknowledge.org
www.training2000.co.uk www.icould.com
www.nltg.co.uk www.careerpilot.org.uk
www. barclayslifeskills.com www.prospects.ac.uk

www.gov.uk/browse/education

- J
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GCSE Art, Craft & Design

Pupils are required to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding through
integrated critical, practical and theoretical study of Art, Craft and Design which
includes first-hand experience of original work.

Pupils will be required to demonstrate techniques and throughout the two year
course pupils will be introduced to a variety of experiences, exploring a range of
other media, processes and techniques:

*Drawing *Painting *Mixed media *Photography *Collage

*3 dimensional work *Print making *Computer generated imagery

They may explore overlapping themes and a combination of areas.

Pupils will respond to two or more different themed portfolio coursework units during
the year 10 and 11 course, for example: Landscape/Natural Forms, Figure/Portraits,
Culture/ Identity.

Within the GCSE Art & Design component pupils will have the opportunity to explore
Photography and use their photographs to inspire their personal outcomes. We
encourage pupils to take a series of photographs for every project in Art. Pupils must
also develop work in 2 other areas of Art at least, e.g. Drawing and Painting.

EOQUIPMENT: Pupils will need to purchase the following items in Year 10:
Sketchbooks A3/A4/A5, A2 portfolio or folder, sketching / shading pencils (full range)
and colouring pencils, glue stick, watercolour paints and paintbrushes / oil pastels.
During the course Please enquire if you need support with this. A pack can be purchased in September.
pupils will have
opportunities to visit

nut exnibitions, take  JLOW WIill I be assessed?

part in workshops

with artists and  Component 1: Portfolio 60% (You will need an A2 Folder)
develop their ICT  This will show coverage of the four assessment objectives . It must include an
skills. In the past we extensive art project that meets all four assessment objectives and a selection of
have taken our GCSE further work undertaken during the pupil’s course of study.
students to the Tate

o Component 2: Externally set assignment 40% given by AQA exam board
Gallery in Liverpool,

Pupils will select a title and then after preparatory time they will have 10 hours of

Manchester City Axt  gypervised time in which to develop their work.

Gallery and the Pupils will submit all of their work at the end of the two year course. There is an
‘Clothes Show Live.’ important emphasis on Drawing and Written work. Pupils must provide thorough
Pupils opting for this  evidence of drawing and written work in both their Unit 1 portfolio and their

course will also be externally set assignment—Unit 2.

required to make

independent visits to PO St- 1 6 opportunities

gallery exhibitions.

Art, Craft and Design is a challenging but very rewarding GCSE subject; it allows
pupils to develop excellent research skills and encourages them to communicate
their ideas, feelings and experiences through visual outcomes.

Many of our pupils progress through to Fine Art AS and A2 level, Photography,
Graphics, Textiles Art and Fashion and other Visual Art
Courses. It can also provide excellent groundwork for entry
to higher education and degree level careers.

Careers:
Art ngrksho'ph- Art director / Architect / Interior Designer / Fashion /
Wor ng W.lt Graphics / Web Designer, Illustrator, Photographer, Art
visiting Artists

Teacher, Fine Artist, Hairdresser, Architect, Floristry,
Teacher, Advertising.

Key Requirements

You should be organised and demonstrate a real flair and passion for the subject
(especially drawing) and commit to work independently for a minimum of 1-2 hours
per week at home.
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GCSE Computer Science

This new, up-to-date qualification reflects the fast changing world of
Computer Science. Help students develop the computational skills they need
for an exciting digital future beyond the classroom with:

. an exciting, practical focus on real-life programming,
developing skills relevant to the future
. innovative, practical, future-looking onscreen assessments

Computer science can be a challenging subject and requires a lot of
problem-solving and analytical skills. You will need to have a good grasp of
mathematics, as well as an ability to think logically and methodically.

Pearson Edexcel Computer Science is divided into six topics:
*Computational thinking *Data *Computers *Networks

o Computer
How will I be assessed? Science
The assessment consists of two equally weighted, non-tiered components — encc?lllr:lges .
one theory paper and one on-screen programming exam. The design of the Pupl S 1o creale
papers reflects our commitment to clear wording and structure, helping their own
students to tackle each paper with confidence and demonstrate to us what they games,
have learned. Gradual ramping of demand across the papers helps students applications and
build confidence. other systems,
Paper 01: Principles of Computer Science rzflther than

simply use

This is a written exam paper consisting of five questions, and is marked out of

75. Each question consists of multiple parts, and assesses aspects of a single those designed

topic of the subject content. The order in which topics appear varies from by others.
paper to paper.
Paper 02: Application of Computational Thinking 1910,

This is an on-screen programming exam, and is marked out of 75. Students
have two hours in which to carry six programming tasks on a computer using
Python 3. They may be required to:

. identify the structural components of a program
correct errors in a piece of code
choose between alternative lines of code
rearrange lines of code
follow instructions to complete a program.
Tasks increase in complexity, with the final question on the paper requiring
students to design and write a program from scratch. There are no questions
that require a written response.

Post 16 Opportunities

This course is an excellent basis for an A Level in Computer Science.
This can open the door to a huge number of degrees and
apprenticeships. Examples of these are cyber security and big data
analytics which are massive areas of growth.

Careers include:

Games Developer, IT and Computing Teacher, Data Analyst,
Designer, Digital Support Technician, Process Controller, Computer
Programmer, Software Developer / Engineering

Key Requirements

You should have a passion for coding complex algorithms using Python 3, number
structures and an understanding of the internal workings of computer systems. This
course has a high mathematical requirement.



http://video.mit.edu/channel/electrical-engineering-and-computer-science/
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Page 8

Creativity and
Designing are
at the heart of
the new GCSE
in Design and
Technology.

Ultimaker’ *

GCSE Design & Technology

All physical products around us have required people with the skills to design and make
them. These items can be anything from a garment to a building or a complex machine.

The course builds upon the areas of the curriculum already studied in school and will
involve you learning about the core technical principles in:

New and emerging technologies
Energy generation and storage
Developments in new materials
Systems approach to designing
Mechanical devices

Materials and their working
properties. ;
The scope of study in GCSE Design & Technology has broadened "-
considerably to allow opportunities for students to have
experience of a wider variety of materials. Although the naming of these areas differs
from the titles studied at KS3, they do follow on from Resistant Materials, Systems and
Control, Textiles, Graphic Products and CADCAM. Specialist areas include:

*Paper and boards  *Timber based materials *Metal based materials *Polymers
*Textile based materials *Electronic and Mechanical systems

% The use of Digital skills within Design & Technology is essential and students will

enhance their skills in CAD (Computer Aided Design) systems to design and model their
work. Using ‘2D Design’ software and 3D CAD modelling using ‘Onshape’ then leads to
laser cutting and 3d Printing. This allows final products to be designed, planned,
assembled and tested virtually on screen prior to final production in the workshop.

How will I be assessed?

The assessment of this GCSE is split 50% examination at the end of Year 11 and 50%
Non-Examined Assessment (coursework) completed between June of Year 10 and the
start of the Spring term of Year 11.

For the NEA students will be required to produce their own brief/statement of intent, in
response to a given context and then to design and make a product to solve the
problem identified. Students will submit a 20 page (A3) portfolio alongside their
practical work as evidence of their planning and analysis.

This requires self-direction and dedication to complete work of final GCSE standard
throughout a large portion of Year 11.

Post-16 Opportunities

This course is a good stepping stone for students wanting to enter any design
orientated careers or degree study where creativity and good problem solving
skills are required.

These may include areas such as R & D, Product Design, Architecture, Interior
Design, Marketing, Fashion and Engineering.

Key Requirements

If you can produce creative drawings, realistic sketches & 3D CAD models of ideas of
products made of different materials, make a working prototype using tools and ma-
chinery then DT may be for you. You will spend 1/ terms developing a final project.
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GCSE Drama

The GCSE Drama specification is designed to give you a broad and balanced
experience of Drama. You will be given the opportunity to develop not only your
performance skills but also your design skills in areas such as:

. Lighting design
. Sound design
. Set design
. Costume, Hair and Make-Up Design
You will collaborate in devising your own piece of theatre and
perform in a performance from a text. You can choose to
If you enjoy...... concentrate on acting or design. You will explore a range of texts
and view a variety of live theatre productions.
expressing yourself
in an active and
exciting way,
working in a group,
coniiuting your - H ow will I be assessed?
ideas and taking on "
board those of

The Edugas GCSE Drama specification has three components: Devising Theatre,
Performing from a Text, and Interpreting Theatre.

others, exploring Component 1: You will participate in the creation, development and Teacher assessed,
ideas by putting Devising Theatre performance of a piece of devised theatre. and externally
40% You will produce: moderated

yourself in other

le’s sh A portfolio of supporting evidence based on the rehearsal process
people’s shoes,

A performance lasting between 5-16 minutes (depending on the

playing many parts number of actors in your group)
in different An evaluation of the final performance or design.
imaginary
situations, Component 2: You will study two extracts from the same text chosen by you or your Externally assessed
creating your own Performing from a teacher. You can choose to be assessed on acting or design. by a visiting
drama work Text You will produce: examiner
T 20% Py lasti ; ;
: performance lasting between 5-14 minutes using
loqklng at plays sections of text from both extracts.
written by other
people..............
Component 3: Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes Externally assessed
. Interpreting Theatre  You will answer: examination
then, CCSE D:Fama 1S 40% Section A: Set Text - A series of questions based on the set text that
the ideal subject for you have studied.
you. Section B: Live Theatre Review — One question from a choice of two,

analysing and evaluating a given aspect of a live theatre production
seen during the course.

Post-16 Opportunities

The possibilities are endless. Drama will enable
you to demonstrate many skills which employers,
colleges and universities will be looking for. It
can also give you opportunities to travel, meet
people and get the most out of life.

Progress to Higher Education :

Drama and Theatre Studies at AS and A2 Level,
BTEC National Performing Arts (Acting).

Key Requirements

You need to be organised and be able to move between practical and theory work. You
should be prepared to work with anyone and take equal responsibility for the success
of the piece. You will need to commit to rehearsals at lunchtime and afterschool.
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Post-16 Opportunities

GCSE English Language &
GCSE English Literature

This is a two year Edugas course which leads to two GCSE certificates:
GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature.

There are two separate exams within each GCSE, so potentially four
exams to complete in the summer of Year 11.

The Language course will include extracts from famous novels, past and
present, as well as engaging short stories.  In addition, pupils will also
encounter a wide range of interesting non-fiction texts.

Pupils’ writing will also be developed as they work on creating their own
narratives and descriptions, as well as writing articles, letters and
speeches for a variety of audiences and purposes.

The Literature course will allow pupils to explore a Shakespeare play, a
modern novel or drama, and a set of poems connected by theme.

How will I be assessed?

Q1. Are there different levels of entry?

Al. No. All pupils will be entered for the same exam.

Q2. Are there any controlled assessments to complete?

A2. No. The focus is solely on pupils revising effectively and doing their
best in the exams.

Q3. Can pupils take the set texts into the Literature exam?

A3. No. However, examiners don’t expect pupils to learn and remember
huge swathes of text—a few key quotes will suffice.

Q4. How much oral work is there?

BA4. Speaking and listening is an integral part of the course. Pupils will be
expected to join in class discussions; to work effectively in a small group;
to work with a partner and to perform individual oral assignments.

Speaking and listening will be teacher assessed and reported alongside
pupils’ GCSE grades but will not carry a percentage of their marks.

Teaching, Journalism, Research,
Communications, Publishing,
Television & the Media, Advertising,
Publicity and Public Relations.



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=shakespeare+quotes&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jxaX9uAURT68yM&tbnid=8V5DrxbaNHKRWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffotoimagepics.info%2F2013%2F04%2Fshakespeare-quotes-of-love%2F&ei=3DKXUujHEcOThgevqYCIBw&psig=A
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GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

This is a fantastic opportunity to opt for a GCSE, that has been written with the help and input from
celebratory chefs and senior dieticians and as such is up-to-date, relevant and exciting.

You will cover the knowledge and skills in the following units of work:

e Food preparation skills
e Food, nutrition & health
e Food safety

e Food science

e Food provenance

e Food choice

You should consider opting for this GCSE if you:

¢ Enjoy cooking and regularly cook at home.

e May be considering a career within the food industry e.g.
chef, food product developer etc.

¢ Want to combine this knowledge with your science options as the course focuses heavily on the
science of cooking and how different ingredients and cooking processes produce different
outcomes.

e May want to combine this with your PE option because you are interested in nutrition, diet and
health.

¢ You are interested in where food comes from, how it is processed and the different ethical, social
and environmental reasons people have for the foods they choose to eat.

¢ You have regular attendance and enjoy the challenge of written and practical project work.

How will I be assessed?

The non exam assessment units completed in Year 11 are worth 50% of the final GCSE grade.

o Assessment 1—The Food Investigation Assessment
o Assessment 2—The Food Preparation Assessment

These are carried out during lesson time in controlled conditions; excellent attendance is
essential in order to complete these assessments.

The other 50% comes from a written examination in the June of year 11 which tests subject
knowledge.

Post-16 Opportunities

This course links in very well for pupils interested in Health and
Social Care or PE because of the health and nutritional aspects. It is
also fantastic for those wishing to follow the following careers:-
dietician, nutritionist, chef, teacher, health & fitness advisor, food
technologist and home economist.

It links well with Chemistry. The UK food industry is a growth sector
that requires students with a Food Technology and Chemistry
background.

Key Requirements

You need to have a passion to develop cooking skills and a fundamental
understanding of nutrients found in food. You must be organised with ingredients and
equipment and be prepared to practice new skills and dishes at home.




.

ST AUGSTINE’S RC HIGH SCHOOL

OCR Cambridge National Certificate
Level 1/2 in Engineering Programmable Systems

%

' 1; 4‘] The OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Engineering Programmable
|

Systems will develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills that would be
used in the maintenance, installation and repair sector.

You may be interested in this if you want an engaging qualification where you will
use what you learn in practical, real-life situations, such as:

J Understanding electronic circuits
L Constructing and testing an electronic circuit
J Developing a programmable system

This will help you to develop independence and confidence in using skills that
would be relevant to the maintenance, installation and repair sector. The
qualification will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be used in
other life and work situations, such as:

L Solving problems by identifying and rectifying any faults in electronic circuits

J Analysing information and showing the ability to make informed decisions

J Planning a sequence of processes. This will involve managing your time and
identifying the resources you will need, as well as reviewing your plans if
necessary.

How will I be assessed?

The OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Engineering Programmable
Systems consists of three mandatory units.

Your total mark from the 3 units will result in an award of a Distinction*, Distinction,
Merit or Pass at Level 1 or 2.

1. Principles of electronic and programmable systems 40%
2. Making and testing electronic circuits
3. Developing programmable systems

Unit 1 will be assessed through an externally assessed examination.

Units 2 and 3 are non examined assessments and are designed to provide you with
the opportunity to build a portfolio of evidence to meet the learning outcomes for that
unit based on practical and computer involved class assignments.

Post-16 Opportunities

This Certificate will provide knowledge towards a future career in Engineering
Systems. This may include studying Level 3 A-Level, a Cambridge Technical or a T-
Level at College. It could lead to an Apprenticeship in one of the local Aerospace,
Automotive, Civil, Manufacturing Engineering businesses in Lancashire. This would
then lead to University and into a highly skilled career which uses electronics and
control technology to shape our future world for the better.

Key Requirements

If you enjoy developing electronic circuits, testing them on a computer circuit design
program, making, assembling and programming the circuits using real components
on printed circuit boards then Engineering Programmable Systems may be for you.
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Engineering
Design
Process

OCR Cambridge National Certificate
Level 1/2 in Engineering Design

The OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Engineering Design will develop
knowledge, understanding and practical skills that would be used in the
engineering design and development sector.

You may be interested in this if you want an engaging qualification where you will
use what you learn in practical, real-life situations, such as:

. Using both 2D and 3D engineering design techniques
. Designing new products to meet a design brief
. Communicating engineering design ideas.

This will help you develop independence and confidence in using skills that would
be relevant to the engineering design and development sector. The qualification
will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be used in other life and
work situations, such as:

. Completing research to inform engineering design ideas
. Solving problems by exploring different engineering design options
. Finding imaginative solutions through creative thinking.

How will I be assessed?

The OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Engineering Design consists

. of three mandatory units.

Your total mark from the 3 units will result in an award of a Distinction*, Distinction,
Merit or Pass at Level 1 or 2.

1. Principles of engineering design 40%
2. Communicating designs
3. Design evaluation and modelling

Unit 1 will be assessed through an externally assessed examination.

Units 2 and 3 are non examined assessments and are designed to provide you with
the opportunity to build a portfolio of evidence to meet the learning outcomes for
that unit based on practical and computer involved class assignments.

Post-16 Opportunities

This certificate will provide knowledge towards a future career in Engineering
Design. This may include studying at Level 3 - A levels, Cambridge Technicals
or T Levels. It could also lead to an Apprenticeship and University and a highly
skilled career in Engineering Design

Key Requirements

If you enjoy producing drawings and designs of products, that would then be
developed into 3D designs, 3D printed and then, using tools, produce a prototype in a
range of materials, then Engineering Design may be for you.
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“Learning a
language is an
adventure. It
needs work,
but it will open
up another
country to you
and you will
become a
better human
being by
going on that
adventure”

 OF FRANCE & DE Ny
AM z:r‘:“»‘?»
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GCSE French

Did you know?

A degree course in languages, either as a main or subsidiary subject will entitle
you to spend a year abroad, and not just in France, you could go to Canada or
anywhere your chosen language is spoken.

Remember, as a Year 9 student, you have already started the GCSE course and will
have completed one third by July!

Languages combine with every occupation e.g. Engineering—is a global
profession and you could find yourself working all over the world.

94% of the world’s population does not speak English as a first language.

Learning a language boosts your confidence, communication skills and your
employability.

How will I be assessed?

The new GCSE in Modern Languages is assessed through a series of examinations
at the very end of the course and across the 4 skill areas: Reading, Writing,
Listening and Speaking. These are all equally weighted, each counting for 25% of
the final grade. Retrieval skills are quite important but the assessments no longer
require you to learn chunks of French, instead they reward for the language you do
know and can produce.

You will cover a variety of topics, selected to be relevant and of interest to the lives
of young people such as physical appearance, fashion, social media, lifestyle,
music and relationships. These will link with other curriculum areas and there will
be opportunity to learn more about the culture and traditions of the countries
where French is spoken.

At each stage of the course you will know exactly how you are progressing and
how to improve. You will develop your skills of translation, become more confident
when speaking using your phonics knowledge, give your opinion on issues which
interest you and build on the grammar knowledge you acquired in Key Stage 3.

We have many ICT resources and subscription services which will enable you to
study independently and develop your skills further.

Post-16 Opportunities

Even if you have no ambition to work abroad, don’t forget that Europeans who
speak English very well come to the UK and find graduate jobs with
international firms because they can operate in more than one language.

In an international job market, these are your competitors too! A language
qualification can combine with any other subject you choose to study post-16.

Key Requirements

You must have studied French in Year 9 and have a passion for language-learning.
You should have a desire to know more about countries and cultures where French is
spoken and have a commitment to practice outside the classroom.
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GCSE Geography

Geography at GCSE offers students the opportunity to develop a clearer
understanding of our ever changing planet. Pupils will be provided with
topic work booklets and CGP home learning work book to develop their
skills and provide opportunities for practice and retrieval.

Not only do we learn in the classroom, we experience UK fieldwork to the
Trough of Bowland and East Manchester. We also genuinely explore the
world, its places and people, its triumphs and disasters and develop a
better understanding of the planet we live on.

We teach the GCSE by intertwining the three papers over the two years so
our pupils are able to understand the synoptic links between topics, thus
developing better and all rounded geographers. E.g. We study human
development prior to tectonics so pupils understand how tectonic hazards

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1—Living with the Physical Environment (1 hour 30 minutes 35%)

This paper is comprised of classic physical geography such as Tectonic and
Tropical Rainforests. Hot topics such as Climate Change are studied to help
pupils critically understand the challenges our world is facing. At St
Augustine’s we study the optional elements of Coasts and Rivers.

Paper 2— Challenges in the Human Environment (1 hour 30 minutes 35%)

This exam paper is made up of a series of questions on three topics of human
geography, including the challenges of the urban settings of Rio de Janeiro

and Manchester, the economy of the UK and Nigeria and how we can meet the
demand for Food, Water and Energy.

Paper 3—Geographical Applications (1 hour 30 minutes 30%) .

Pupils will answer questions from pre-released resources in addition to testing
fieldwork skills and techniques. In order to prepare ourselves for Paper 3, we visit
the Rive Wyre in the Trough of Bowland in Year 10 and the Etihad Campus in
Manchester during the autumn term of Year 11.

Post-16 Opportunities

Geography is a high performing and thriving subject at St. Augustine’s.

With consistently outstanding results and a large proportion of students exceeding
their target grade, it is not difficult to see why geography is one of the most popular

options at GCSE. @ 0
Students who study geography are recognised as being adaptable and familiar with

world issues, using techniques of research, planning, communication and

presentation that employers demand today. o @
Many of our students progress to study geography at ‘A’ Level and on to further

studies at university.

The course will be especially relevant to pupils seeking careers in such areas as

meteorology, journalism and the media, recreation and tourism, environmental
management, development, planning, the law and teaching (to name but a few).

Key Requirements
You must be able to demonstrate the ability to analyse geographical concepts to
understand how natural and human processes shape our world
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GCSE Graphic Communication

Graphic Communication is defined as the process of designing primarily visual material to convey
information, ideas, meaning and emotions in response to a brief.

Pupils are required to work in one or more areas of Graphic Communication such as:
*Communication Graphics *Design for print *Advertising and branding *Illustration *Package design
*Typography *Signage *Exhibition graphics *Techniques

Pupils may explore overlapping areas or a combination of areas. Pupils may use the following techniques
and processes: typography, illustration, digital and non-digital photography, hand rendered working
methods and digital media. Pupils will use media and materials: pencil, pen, ink, pen and wash, crayon and
other graphic media, water colour, gouache, acrylic paint, layout materials, digital media, print making and
mixed media.

EQUIPMENT: Pupils will need to purchase the following items in Year 10: Sketchbooks
A3/A4/AB, A2 portfolio or folder, sketching / shading pencils (full range) and colouring
pencils, glue stick, watercolour paints and paintbrushes, oil pastels. Please enquire if need
support with this.

Pupils cannot be entered for GCSE Graphic Communication and GCSE Art. It is highly
recommended that pupils selecting GCSE Photography do not select Graphics also.

During the course
pupils will have
opportunities to
visit art
exhibitions, take
part in workshops
with artists and
develop their ICT
skills. There will
be an annual visit
to Liverpool One
and the Liverpool
Tate.

Pupils will be
required to print
some of their own
work for a portfolio
of photographs.
Owning or having

How will I be assessed?

Component 1: Portfolio 60%

This will show coverage of the four assessment objectives . It must
include projects and a selection of further work undertaken during
the student’s course of study.

Component 2: Externally set assignment 40%

Pupils will select a title and then after preparatory time they will
have 10 hours of supervised time in which to develop their work.

Pupils will submit all of their work at the end of the two year course
digitally and in a portfolio.

Pupils must provide thorough evidence of drawing activity in both ‘
their portfolio and externally set assignment.

Pupils must provide thorough evidence of written work in both
their portfolio and externally set assignment.

Post 16 Opportunities

Graphic Communication is a challenging and very rewarding GCSE subject; it allows
pupils to develop excellent research skills and encourages them to communicate
their ideas, feelings and experiences through visual outcomes.

access to a digital
camera and/or a
graphics pad or
laptop is
beneficial.

Many of our pupils progress through to Fine Art AS and A2 level, Graphics,
Photography, Textiles Art & Fashion and other Visual Art courses.

It can also provide excellent groundwork for entry to higher education and degree
level careers.

Careers:

Motion Designer, Architectural Designer, Architectural Visualiser, Graphic
Designer, Architectural Spatial Designer, Illustrator, Digital/Graphic Designer,
Creative Designer (web, graphic, digital), Visual Communication Designer,
Multimedia Designer, Art Director.

Key Requirements

You should be organised and demonstrate a real flair and passion for the subject
(especially illustration, drawing and digital art) and commit to work independently
for a minimum of 1-2 hours each week at home—research, design & typography.
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OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National
in Health & Social Care

With the Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Health and Social Care, you will develop
knowledge, understanding and practical skills that would be used in the health and |
social care sector. You may be interested in this if you want to use what you learn in &
practical, real-life situations, such as: :

. Recommending support for individuals.

. Creating and delivering a creative activity.
This will help you to develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the

health and social care sector. The qualification will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be
used in other life and work situations, such as:

. Communicating effectively with individuals or groups. Communication is at the heart of health and
social care and is taught or applied in all units.

. Researching topic areas and recording research sources, then using them to interpret findings and
present evidence.

. Planning creative activities, this will involve managing time and identifying aims, purpose,
resources, methods. This qualification will complement other learning that you’re completing for
GCSEs or vocational qualifications at Key Stage 4 and help to prepare you for further study.

How will I be assessed?

You will study the key aspects of health and social care, and have the opportunity
to apply what you learn through a number of practical experiences. This will
involve the studying of two mandatory units and one optional unit:

The two mandatory units are:
. RO032: Principles of care in health and social care settings—This unit is assessed by an exam

. RO033: Supporting individuals through life events—This unit is assessed by a set assignment.
The optional unit is:

. RO034: Creative and therapeutic activities—This unit is assessed by a set assignment.

Post-16 Opportunities

OCR (Level1/Level 2) Cambridge National
in Health and Social Care

Cambridge Apprenticeship L A Level
Technicals Allied Health evel Biology,
Health and Profession Support Health Sociology,
Sacial Care Dental Nursing Healthcare Science Psychology
(Levels 2 and 3) Health and Social Care (Level 3)
Healthcare science

assistant

Maternity and
Paediatric Support

(Levels 2 and 3)

Key Requirements

You should be prepared to complete independent research and have a passion for
working with people.
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GCSE History

The GCSE History course ranges from 1000AD to
present day. It looks at events such as the Battle
of Hastings through to the collapse of the Soviet
Union’s control over Eastern Europe in the 1990s

In Year 10 pupils study the history of crime and
punishment in the UK, including an educational
visit to Lancaster Castle and studying the
infamous Jack the Ripper murders in
Whitechapel, London.

In Year 11 pupils study the collapse of the
Weimer Republic and the rise to power of Adolf
Hitler and the Nazi Party. Following this, we look
at the era of the Cold War and The Cuban Missile
Crisis.

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1-30%
¢ Crime & Punishment: 1000AD to present.

¢ Historical Environment: Whitechapel
¢ 1870-1900, including Jack the Ripper.

Paper 2 - 40%

¢ Period Study: Superpower relations and
the Cold War.

e British Depth Study: Anglo-Saxon and
Norman England.

Paper 3—30%

¢ Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi
Germany.

Post-16 Opportunities

People who study History follow very varied career

paths such as:

Archaeology, Teaching, Law, Politics, Journalism,
TV & Radio, Archivists, Advertising, Cultural
Resources Management, Business Management,
Information Management, Historic Preservation,
Writers & Editors, Corporate Historians.

AL @ 7 INSLE S LY N i\

“Fellow citizens, we
cannot escape
history”. Abraham
Lincoln

“History is strewn
thick with evidence
that a truth is not
hard to kill, but a
lie, well told, is
immortal”.

Mark Twain

“Never forget the
importance of
history. To know
nothing of what
happened before
you took your place
on earth, is to
remain a child for
ever and ever”.

:9.

Key Requirements

You should have a passion for History and be able to recall and retain historical
knowledge. You must be able to improve your KS3 skills to carry out source analysis
and interpretation, cause and consequence and historical significance.



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=archivist&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IKI12xjz0vPeeM&tbnid=guqB2VYr5dSxzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sel.cam.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Farchives%2FEnquiries_and_contacts.html&ei=F56hUobIFcethQeav4GAAQ&psig=AFQj
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cuban+missile+crisis&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=W7-fTtpjNuYpdM&tbnid=9JdA5me5laZHbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsurla.org%2Fthe-week-the-world-stood-still-the-cuban-missile-crisis-and-ownership-of-the-worl

OPTIONS 2026

OCR Cambridge National in
Creative iMedia Level 1/2

The Cambridge National in Creative iMedia will encourage students to:

L understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of
digital media including factors that influence product design, use of
media codes and conventions, pre-production planning techniques,
legal issues and creation/publishing/distribution considerations

J develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life
contexts and work situations
J think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
':'-' OCR . develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be

relevant to the media industry and more widely

J design, plan, create and review digital media products which are fit
for purpose meeting both client and target audience requirements.

Pupils wil How will I be assessed?

have an

opPP ortumty to This will involve the studying of two mandatory units

build upon and one optional unit:

knowledge

and skills The two mandatory units are: -

demonstrated . R093: Creative iMedia in the Media &,a.‘

across KS3 to Industry—This unit is assessed by an exam b
present . R094: Visual Identity and digital graphics— 0/ l

evidence of
their ability in
basic business
ICT, digital
media and
web
development.

This unit is assessed by a set assignment.

The optional unit is:

. R091: Interactive digital media—This unit is
assessed by a set assignment.

Post-16 Opportunities

Cambridge National in Creative iMedia

(Level 1/Level 2)

Cambridge TLevel
. . Technicals Digital Production
Apprenticeship Design and
A Level Inf ti J
Media Studies Media and Broadcast “ntormation Development
—_— Assistant Pathway Technology or
(Level 3) (Level 3) o and . Media, Broadcast and
Digital Media Production
(Level 3) (Level 3)

Key Requirements
You should have a passion for creating media (audio, video and graphics) using com-
puter tools and an understanding of the media industry and its impact on society.
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GCSE Mathematics

Pupils are tested on their knowledge of: Number, Algebra, Geometry, Measure,
Statistics and Probability. A large percentage of the questions will include functional
elements which will test the pupils’ understanding of the mathematics rather than
following ‘step by step’ methods.

The pupils will follow the Edexcel GCSE Linear Syllabus at the level appropriate to
their ability.

At present sets 1-4 study the higher tier and sets 5-8 study the foundation tier. The final
decision about tier of entry is generally made after the mock exams in November of
Year 11.

Learning of mathematics is enhanced with regular practice and home learning. It may
take the form of exercises from text books, worksheets or tasks set online. Where
pupils have difficulty accessing the internet, computer access is always available in the
Mathematics Department.

Exercise books and text books are used in
school in addition to a range of excellent online resources such as MathsWatch, which

provides video tuition. Essential equipment needed includes a scientific calculator, a
pair of compasses and a protractor.

How will I be assessed?

Higher
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510552097494 4593075 16406256208995 (290348253421
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Mon-caloulator Caloulator Caloulztor e
_ 612547564 32337567
32.3% weighting | 33.3% wemhling | F2.3% waighftng | 47610454 226649213
—_—— ——— —_— 631555 %174 5% 1520020
Fe F.o 0011330§30545520466
- paarks ey sk 702647595919530921%61
F Aguar 1 Frene 27
and go and gc ARATINRTEY 4406566430360

Post-16 Opportunities

A good GCSE grade will allow pupils to access a varied amount of
educational courses or provide the qualification required for different

career pathways.

For those who wish to continue studying Mathematics a grade 6-9 is
recommended to follow AS, A Level and Further Mathematics. Students who
successfully complete a university degree or a diploma will have several
career prospects open to them such as:

Actuary, Aeronautical Engineer, Chartered Accountant, Corporate
investment banker, Financial risk analyst, Meteorologist, Operational
researcher, Research scientist (maths), Secondary school teacher,
Statistician, Systems developer and many more that may not be specialized
mathematical careers.

1394946395224 7211907021798 607+ 5702770539171 762931
76752384674 8154676694 0513200056%127145263560%277
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Galileo Galilei
(1564-1642)

"The universe
cannot be read
until we have
learned the
language and
become familiar
with the
characters in
which it is
written. It is
written in
mathematical
language, and
the letters are
triangles, circles
and other
geometrical
figures, without
which means it is
humanly
impossible to
comprehend a
single word.
Without these,
one is wandering
about in a dark
labyrinth."
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GCSE Music

GCSE Music builds upon the work undertaken in Year 9 and provides an
opportunity to gain skills in performing, composing and appraising music.

Throughout the two years there will be many opportunities for the pupils to
perform and go on educational visits to musical concerts and recitals.

Q1. Dolneed to be areally good musician to take GCSE music?
Al. No, but you do need to enjoy the subject and be prepared to practise
at home and improve your knowledge of music theory.

Q2. Do I have to play an instrument?
A2. No, you could sing if you have a suitable voice.

Q3. Idon't really want to follow a career in music - is it still worth my taking

it at GCSE level?
A3. Very much so. If you are involved in choral, instrumental or keyboard
work in the school, you should give it serious consideration. Throughout the
two years
How will I be assessed? there will be
many
We follow the Eduqgas specification. opportunities
This specification enables learners to develop knowledge and understanding for the pupils
of music through four areas of study: to perform and
1: Musical Forms and Devices 2: Music for Ensemble goon .
. . ] educational
3. Film Music 4: Popular Music visits to
For the performance exam the pupil must play either 2 ensemble pieces (in a musical

group of more than 2 live performers) or 1 ensemble and 1 solo piece. concerts and

Pupils also undertake 2 composition projects which must be completed in class recitals.
over the 2 years. These will be based on one of the areas of study.

At the end of the 2 year course all pupils sit a listening exam which tests their
knowledge of the 4 areas of study, as well as 2 set works: Badinerie by Bach
and Africa by Toto .

Post-16 Opportunities

The course is designed for those who are particularly keen on practical
music making, and for those whose music serves as an enjoyable,
worthwhile and rewarding hobby rather than a possible career.

However, GCSE music is particularly desirable if the pupil has intentions
of taking the subject further.

Possible careers could include: performance, teaching, composing,
conducting, concert management, media, music criticism, recording
engineering, recording production, music therapy, music librarianship,
music publishing, music copying, music retail, music marketing, theatre
related work and music agent.

Key Requirements
You must play a musical instrument or sing and have a commitment to work hard to
improve your practical skills.
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GCSE Physical Education

The Edexcel GCSE Physical Education specification follows the new 91 syllabus. = x
Practical performance will count for 40% of the marks and the two theory papers will
count for the remaining 60%

Q1 Do I have to be good at sport to do GCSE PE?

Al You will need to be competent in a number of areas, but remember there are a
large percentage of marks gained from written work. Moreover, if you think that it
will be enough just to rely on your sporting ability, think again.

GCSE PE is an academic subject, requiring a high standard of written work.

Q2 How much PE will I do?

A2 If you choose GCSE PE you will have 5 periods every 2 weeks like any other option
subject.. In addition you will also have a weekly 1 hour PE lesson with the rest of the
pupils in your year.

Q3 Will I have to do home learning?

A3 YES. Home learning will be a regular feature of the course. It is a physical subject,
but a large part of the course includes written work.

Criteria for Acceptance onto the GCSE Physical Education Course.

Good Attendance

Pupils take part in each practical activity for a set amount of weeks.

Good Behaviour & Kit Record

The PE Department want pupils who are trustworthy, reliable and hardworking on the
course as safety is always of paramount importance in PE. An excellent kit record at N ‘@V
Key Stage 3 is essential. !

How will I be assessed?

Practical performance will count for 40 % of the marks.

Pupils can be assessed on three activities. One must include a team
performance e.g. football/netball and one must be an individual performance
e.g. athletics. The third activity can be either team or individual. You will be
assessed on your skill level and your ability within a competitive situation.

Written examinations will count for 60% of the marks.
Paper 1—Fitness and Body Systems l1hr 45 mins (86% of qualification)

Paper 2—Health & Performance lhr 15mins (24% of qualification)

Post-16 Opportunities

The course will naturally lead you on to studying PE at ‘A’ Level, but it will
also be useful if you wish to take courses in Leisure and Tourism or Sports
Sciences.

The leisure industry remains one of the fastest growing areas in the job
market. GCSE PE will equip you with skills needed in this industry. It will
also be helpful if you wish to follow a career as a sports coach, a PE
teacher or a physiotherapist.

Key Requirements

You will need a combination of scientific knowledge, passion for sport and high
competency in at least 3 different sports from both team and individual
activities.




‘Do not let
people
disregard you
because you
are young, but
be an
example... in
the way you
speak and
behave and in
your love, your
faith and

purity.’

I Timothy 4:12

ST AUGSTINE’S RC HIGH SCHOOL

GCSE Religious Education

All pupils follow a GCSE course in Religious Studies,
Edexcel Pearson Specification A.

The GCSE consists of a study of Catholic Christianity
and Judaism.

Q. How will Religious Studies help me ?

Your Religious Studies Course will help you with
your own faith and understanding of the Catholic
Church, but also you will further develop your
knowledge of other faiths and develop some
important exam skills.

How will I be assessed?

At the end of each unit pupils will
complete a short test to keep track of
progress through Year 10 and 11.

Pupils are encouraged to aim high to
attain the highest grades, regardless
of the set they are in.

The course will be examined with 3
papers at the end of Year 11.

Post-16 Opportunities

Employers and colleges welcome
students who have achieved a good GCSE
grade. ‘A’ Level Religious Studies is a
popular option.

The RE GCSE can enhance the
development of analytical skills

and provides an excellent grounding for
the study of A-Levels such as Theology,
Religious Studies,

Philosophy, Criminology, Sociology,
Psychology, History, Law, and Media. This
in turn opens pathways to many careers
including Teaching, Nursing, Medicine
and Law.
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Science is
about the world
we live in and
the organisms
which live in it.
Scientists ask
questions,
make
observations
and carry out
investigations
in order to
solve
problems.

Science

All pupils will study science for a minimum of 20% of curriculum time.
However there are two pathways our pupils can take to enable them to
achieve their potential.

As Science is compulsory at Key Stage 4, in some cases we will choose the
pathway best suited to your child.

Our decision will be made in the best interests of your child in helping them to
achieve the highest grade they can, ensuring that post 16 opportunities are left
open.

Pupils who wish to study Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) will
need to choose Triple Science on the Option form.

This will take up one option. The remainder of the course will be taught in core
science time.

Combined Science

The majority of pupils will study GCSE Combined
Science in Years 10 and 11 which is a double award
leading to 2 GCSEs.

All examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11.
There is no controlled assessment, however there are
21 compulsory practicals which must be completed
over Years 10 and 11. These will be assessed in the
final examinations.

This specification content consists of one third Biology,
one third Chemistry and one third Physics. Each of
these subjects is worth one third of the final
examination mark.

Pupils will study science for 5 lessons per week.

Pupils will be awarded two grades e.g. 8-71, 7-7, 7-6
etc
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Triple Science

There is the opportunity for some students to study the three separate
sciences, biology, chemistry and physics. Two subjects will be studied in
core science time and one as an option subject.

This option is recommended for pupils who are intending to study science at
‘A’ level or beyond. This course will lead to 3 separate GCSE grades in
biology, chemistry and physics. All three separate sciences must be studied
to fulfill the requirements of the National Curriculum.

All subject content will be examined at the end of Year 11. There is no
controlled assessment, however there are a number of compulsory practicals
to be completed in Years 10 and 11. These will be assessed in the final
examinations.

Pupils will study each of the sciences for 5 periods per fortnight. Due to the
demand of the increased content, it is recommended that each pupil has a
GCSE target of grade 5 or above.

Post-16 Opportunities

Pupils who wish to study sciences at ‘A’ Level will
need at least a grade 6 in the chosen science plus one
other science at grade 6 or above. Grade 6
Mathematics is also needed.

Pupils studying Combined Science will need a grade
6 in both subjects if they wish to do a Science ‘A’
Level.

The process of
science is a way
of building
knowledge
about the
universe,
constructing
new ideas that
illuminate the
world around

us.

Key Requirements

A passion for science is essential, along with the desire to potentially continue
studying science post-16. To study this option having both good scientific
knowledge and mathematical skills is important.
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Eddie Izzard

“Learning a
language is an
adventure. It
needs work, but
will open up
another country
to you and you
will become a
better human
being by going
on that
adventure”.
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GCSE Spanish

Did you know?

A degree course in languages, either as a main or subsidiary subject will
entitle you to spend a year abroad, and not just in Spain, you could go to
Central and South America, the Caribbean or anywhere your chosen
language is spoken.

Remember, as a Year 9 student, you have already started the GCSE course
and will have completed a third by July !

Languages combine with every occupation e.g. Engineering—is a global
profession and you could find yourself working all over the world.

94% of the world’s population does not speak English as a first language.
Learning a language boosts your confidence, communication skills and your
employability.

How will I be assessed?

The new GCSE in Modern Languages is assessed through a series of
examinations at the very end of the course and across the 4 skill areas:
Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. These are all equally weighted,
each counting for 25% of the final grade. Retrieval skills are quite important
but the assessments no longer require you to learn chunks of Spanish,
instead they reward for the language you do know and can produce.

You will cover a variety of topics, selected to be relevant and of interest to
the lives of young people such as physical appearance, fashion, social media,
lifestyle, music and relationships. These will link with other curriculum areas
and there will be opportunity to learn more about the culture and traditions
of the countries where Spanish is spoken.

At each stage of the course you will know exactly how you are progressing
and how to improve. You will develop your skills of translation, become more
confident when speaking using your phonics knowledge, give your opinion
on issues which interest you and build on the grammar knowledge you
acquired in Key Stage 3.

We have many ICT resources and subscription services which will enable
you to study independently and develop your skills further.

Post-16 Opportunities

Even if you have no ambition to work abroad,
don’t forget that Europeans who speak English
very well come to the UK and find graduate
jobs with international firms because they can
operate in more than one language. In an
international job market, these are vyour
competitors too! A language qualification can
combine with any other subject you choose to
study post-16.

spanish is the third -
most widely
spoken language on the planet

Key Requirements

You must have studied Spanish in Year 9 and have a passion for language-learning.
You should have a desire to know more about countries and cultures where Spanish is
spoken and have a commitment to practice outside the classroom.
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OCR Cambridge Nationals in
Sports Studies Level 1/2

The OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Sport Studies will develop knowledge, understanding and
practical skills that can be used in the Exercise, Physical Activity, Sport and Health sector. This course is
ideal if you want an engaging qualification where you will use your learning in practical, real-life situations,
such as:

* Understanding contemporary issues in sport and how they impact on different sporting activities
Applying your skills as both a performer in two different sporting activities and as a leader in one sporting
activity « How to be a sports leader, through using your initiative to solve problems and making decisions
when dealing with rapidly changing conditions and situations ¢« Understanding the relationship between
sport and the media and applying this to real life examples * How to evaluate and interpret the different
ways in which sport is represented by the media.

Frequently asked questions:

Q1 Do I have to be good at sport to do this course? Al You won’t be assessed on your outright ability, but
you will assess how to improve your performance and that of others. You will also officiate games and plan to
improve levels of skill.

Q2 How much PE/sport will I do? A2 If you chose Cambridge Nationals in Sports Studies you will have 5
periods of PE over 2 weeks like all other subjects. You will also have a weekly 1 hour core PE lesson with all
other students in your year.

To be accepted onto the course, students must have good attendance, a good behavior record and an
excellent kit record. Students must be hard working, reliable and must also be prepared to volunteer at
events/games. This subject requires a good standard of written work and an application to practical tasks.

How will I be assessed? @ ‘:y

. . . . . \
Students will study two mandatory units and one optional unit from a choice of two. Vo \@

The two mandatory units are: W 0 o
* R184: Contemporary issues in sport - This is assessed by an exam and worth 40% of the

course.

* R185: Performance and leadership in sports activities - This is assessed by a set assignment.

The optional unit is
* R186: Sports and the media - This is assessed by a set assignment

Post-16 Opportunities

Cambridge National in Sport Studies

(Level1/Level 2)

A Level Appreptlceshlp Fl'a";br'ldgl'e
Physical Education eg Elxerose, Physical echnicails
_y—{L 13) Activity, Sport and Sport and Physical

eve Health sector (Level 2 Activity
and 3) (Levels 2 and 3)

Key Requirements

You will need a combination of knowledge and understanding of current issues in
sport, the ability to lead others as a coach and a desire to improve in badminton and
handball to a good level.
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Who can tell me more?

GCSE Art, Craft & Design Mrs Bowden, Mrs Jones
GCSE Computer Science Mr Burton, Mr McManus
GCSE Design & Technology Mr Goring, Mr Hodgson
GCSE Drama Mr Williams

Cam Nats Engineering Programmable Systems Mr Hodgson

Cambridge Nationals Engineering Design Mr Hodgson, Mr Goring
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition Mr Sayle

GCSE Geography All Geography teachers
GCSE Graphic Communication Mrs Bowden, Mrs Jones
Cambridge Nationals Health & Social Care Ms Sharp, Mrs Lambert
GCSE History All History teachers
Cambridge Nationals Creative iMedia Mr Burton, Mr McManus
GCSE Languages All Language teachers
GCSE Music Mrs Hudson, Mr Haworth
GCSE PE All PE teachers

GCSE Triple Science All Science teachers
Cambridge Nationals Sports Studies Mr Parkinson, Mrs Ashley, Mr Robson
Learning Support Mr Earnshaw

Examination Access Arrangements Mr Earnshaw, Mrs O’Reilly




POST 16 PROVIDERS - GENERAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

This is a guide only and colleges may change their entry requirements for
individual cases so we strongly recommend you contact the colleges.

A Levels
Blackburn College At least 4GCSEs at grade 5
Burnley College At least 5 GCSEs at grade 5

Cardinal Newman College At least 5 GCSEs at grade 5
Clitheroe Grammar School At least 4 GCSEs at grade 6
Nelson & Colne College At least 5 GCSEs at grade 4/5

Please note that certain subjects will have specific entry requirements.

Level 3 Vocational Courses

Blackburn College
Burnley College
Nelson & Colne College

5 GCSEs at grade 4
5 GCSEs at grade 5
5 GCSEs at grade 4

Level 2 Vocational Courses

Blackburn College
Burnley College
Nelson & Colne College

3 GCSEs at grade 4
3 GCSEs at grade 4
4 GCSEs at grade 3

Level 1 Vocational Courses

Blackburn College
Burnley College
Nelson & Colne College

T Levels
Blackburn College
Burnley College

Cardinal Newman College

3 GCSEs at grade 2
2 GCSEs at grade 3
2 GCSEs at grade 3

5 GCSES at grade 4/5 depending on course
5 GCSEs at grade 5
5 GCSEs at grade 5
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Monitoring Performance at KS4

Monitoring
Pupils in Years 10 and 11 have their work monitored
in terms of their effort and attitude to learning at
regular intervals. This information is sent home

in the form of a ‘KS4 Monitoring’ report.

Pupils not achieving acceptable standards of work
will be followed up by Class Teachers,
Curriculum Leaders or Year Leaders
and given targets to improve.

Your support and encouragement will also have a

vital part to play in your child’s success.

Progress Tracking
Parents and carers will also be informed of their
child’s progress in each subject area via a
‘KS4 Progress Tracking’ report.




Options Form 2026
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Name: Form:
A B
Choose 1 subject Choose 2 subjects

GCSE French

*GCSE Art

GCSE Geography

GCSE Computer Science

GCSE History

*GCSE Design & Technology

Cambridge Nationals Creative iMedia

GCSE Drama

Cambridge Nationals Sports Studies

Cambridge Nationals
Engineering Programmable Systems

GCSE Spanish

*Cambridge Nationals in Engineering Design

GCSE Triple Science

GCSE Food & Nutrition

*Learning Support

GCSE Geography

*GCSE Graphics

Cambridge Nationals Health & Social Care

GCSE History

Cambridge Nationals Creative iMedia

GCSE Music

*GCSE Physical Education

GCSE Triple Science

*Cambridge Nationals Sports Studies

*Learning Support

1%t Choice:

1%t Choice:

2" Choice:

Reserve Choice from A or B:

*Notes

Pupils should choose 1 subject from column A and 2 subjects from column B,
together with a reserve subject from column A or B.

*Owing to the overlap in subject content, pupils cannot study both GCSE Art and GCSE
Graphics. Similarly pupils cannot study GCSE PE as well as the Cambridge

Nationals in Sports Studies course.

*We would recommend that GCSE Design & Technology and Cambridge Nationals Engineering
Design are not taken together and both may not be offered based on numbers choosing them.
*Pupils may choose more than one Cambridge Nationals subject, however these may become
oversubscribed and if this happens, we will ensure there is a fair allocation across the cohort.
*Learning Support can only be chosen in special circumstances, if recommended

by Mr Earnshaw.



