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Furewell from W p)right/

As you know, this Easter marks the end of my time as the
headteacher at St Augustine’s. It has been a privilege to serve in this
role since September 2012, in which time | have been fortunate to
meet over 3500 pupils and watch them grow, learn, and thrive.
Despite the negative press that young people often receive, the hard
work, determination and kindness of our pupils never ceases to
amaze me.

Together, we have accomplished a huge amount. From excellent
academic results to sporting successes and trips to many amazing
places, from the fabulous school productions to the work of the
school chaplaincy team, charity work and community initiatives, the
school continues to provide so many opportunities for our young
people.

Leaving behind such an incredible school community is not easy and
| have mixed of emotions as | depart; sadness as | bid farewell to a
place that means so much to me, but also excitement for the new
journey that lies ahead as | take up my new job as Director of
Education at the Romero Catholic Trust, working with the nine
Catholic high schools in the north of Salford Diocese. | have every
confidence that | leave the school in the capable hands of dedicated
governors, teachers, staff, and the new Headteacher, Mrs Hunt, who
are all committed to the success and well-being of our pupils.

Change can be challenging but it also brings new opportunities for
growth and discovery. In my final remarks to pupils in the Holy Week
Masses, | encouraged them to embrace every moment, seize every
opportunity and never stop reaching for their dreams; to be kind, to
try their best in everything they do, to believe in themselves and
always strive to make a positive difference in the world around them.

| would like to thank families you for your support over the last 12
years and even though | am leaving my position as headteacher of St
Augustine’s, | will forever remain a proud member of this
extraordinary community.
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Mary's Meals

We have been raising money for Mary’s Meals. This campaign was born in 2002 when a gentleman called
Magnus visited Malawi during a famine and met a mother dying from AIDS. When Magnus asked her eldest
son Edward what his dreams were in life, he replied simply: “I want to have enough food to eat and to go to

school one day.”

That moment was a key part of the inspiration which led to the founding of Mary’s Meals, which began by
feeding just 200 children in Malawi in 2002. Today, they feed 2,429,182 hungry children every school day

across 18 countries.

The charity is named in honor of Mary, the mother of Jesus, who brought up her own child in poverty. At St.
Augustine’s, we aim to raise funds to pay for a whole year of education for as many children as possible.

-

5
.

ot
s

R
B
E)
‘.
.
A

-’\"" .

L2

'1

x,

1‘ %

i
i

N

T
A

' ¥

,
B3
&
o)
.

School Uniform

Looking clean, decent and well-groomed influences how others treat us and gives us a
head start in life. We are pleased that our pupils are regularly complimented on their
appearance. Our rules on uniform and appearance have evolved over time and are
strongly influenced by the feedback we get from parents who set high standards at home
and like to see these being reinforced at school. They want their children to go to school
dressed in an appropriate way and they support our emphasis on respect for the dignity
of young people. In turn, we value the strong backing we get from parents over uniform
matters.

Pupils are allowed to have short-sleeved shirts and blouses which can be worn without
ties as optional summer wear, this is seasonal and comes into effect when we return
after the Easter break — pullovers will not be compulsory (with the exception of year 11
sweatshirts).

Make-up, fake tan, nail-varnish and aerosols are banned. Nails must be kept short. False
nails (e.g. acrylic or gel) are banned for safety reasons. Jewellery of all kinds, including
non-metallic wristbands, is banned with one exception; pupils may wear one pair of plain
studs or sleepers (not large hoops) in the ear lobes only and these must be removed for
PE lessons. No other jewellery of any kind whatsoever is allowed.

Hair must be groomed, tidy and one natural colour. We consider dyed, highlighted and
streaked hair to be inappropriate for school children, as are false eyelashes. Gels should
be used sparingly. Pupils may not come to school with their eyebrows dyed or sections
shaved. Inappropriate hairstyles (e.g. wedges, shaved sections, extensions, anything
shorter than a Number 2 cut, hair covering the eyes) are unacceptable. The use of braids
is unacceptable for safety reasons. Hair accessories should be simple and not present a
safety risk

Key Dates ¥ Romero

Thursday 28" March — School Closes at 3.15pm for Easter Catholic Academy Trust

Monday 15" April — School Re-Opens after Easter Break for the Summer Term

Wednesday 17" April — Friday 19" April — Year 11 GCSE Modern Language Speaking Exams

Wednesday 24" April — Year 10 Exams Commence

Thursday 25" April — Year 8 Progress Evening

Friday 26" April — Selected Year 9 Pupils Enterprise Reward Trip
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Year 8 Visit to London

Year 8 pupils recently had the most amazing,
adventurous time in ‘The Big Smoke!”’

There were many activities, including a guided
tour of Kensington Palace, a West End
performance of Frozen, a ride on the London
Eye, followed by walking along the riverbank
to the Millennium Bridge. Then on to explore
the Tower of London and inspect the
impressive Crown Jewels, before braving the
glass floor of the Tower Bridge, the day ended
with a sunset cruise along the Thames. The visit
was finished off with a beautiful Palm Sunday
Mass at the London Oratory before heading to
the Science Museum for the last stop of the
trip.

Needless to say, both staff and pupils alike
were exhausted by the end of the trip, but had
the most spectacular time!

Kooth

With the Easter break approaching, Kooth Digital Health appreciate there will be some
young people who may struggle during the holidays without the access to the daily pastoral
support, teaching staff and friends that the school community provides.

Kooth Digital Health offers free and anonymous therapeutic mental health and wellbeing
support to young people. Funded and endorsed by public health and the NHS, services
remain available over the Easter period, offering ‘on the day’ wellbeing support from the
comfort of your own home, via any web-enabled device via the following website-
www.kooth.com

Kooth offers free access to online text-based practitioner chats, self-help tools and activities,
journal spaces and advice from our non-judgemental, safe and moderated peer to peer
communities. If you have any questions regarding the service, please contact Kooth, simply
email parents@kooth.com.

Work Experience

Work experience is an opportunity for our year 10 pupils to
visit a place of work and learn about a work-based
environment. It does not necessarily have to be connected to
what you want to become but can also help inform and give
vital experience when making decisions on future career
choices.

The placement dates will be Monday 24th June to Friday 28,
2024. During this week, pupils have the opportunity to learn
vital employability skills by working with an employer and
experience the world of work to prepare them for their future
pathways.

The presentation is now available to watch in the careers
section of the school website and forms have now been
handed out to pupils.

The Easter break is the perfect time to get those placements
secured and paperwork completed!
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100% Attendance
In school there is a clear link between attendance and success.
Excellent attendance and punctuality are essential for thorough
exam and assessment preparation. Pupils with excellent attendance y |
and punctuality are more likely to achieve or beat their targets at -

GCSE than those whose attendance is a cause for concern. Our best
results correspond with our highest attendance levels. This is why

our attendance target of 100% is so important.

To encourage our pupils, and create some healthy competition, we
now have an attendance competition each week. Every pupil that
has 100% attendance for the week will be put into their year group
draw, with a voucher up for grabs, but you will need to be in the
following week to collect your prize during your year group
assembly. Pupils are absolutely loving this incentive and attendance
has been great so far this academic year, we thank parents and
carers for their support with such an important matter.

Every Minute Counts
Lateness \ LATENESS = LOST LEARNING

(figures below are calculated over a school year) =‘/"

Pupils who arrive persistently late to lessons will be given an Amber
detention. Further incidents of being late will result in pupils being
placed on a weekly punctuality card and making the time up on a
Monday, during an after-school detention.

5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost! =F

10 minutes late each day = 6.5 days lost!
N

15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost! ; / =

20 3 =

minutes late each

L
0 minutes late each day = 19 days lost!

Be at the classroom on time \“/
and ready to learn! L~

Traffic on Elker Lane

Please be aware that the entrance to Lower Elker Farm (over the bridge on Elker Lane) is the entrance to a working farm and should not
be used for parking. Farm vehicles require access to the track and if cars are parked in this area it presents a hazard as tractors and trailers
are not able to pull in off Elker Lane. Please be mindful of our neighbours’ needs when dropping off / collecting pupils by car.
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The Conversion Job

St Augustine's 60th Anniversary Production of Th e CO nve rs i 0 n J 0 b

‘The Conversion Job' by Peter Rose and Anne
Conlon, in conjunction with our partner By Peter Rose and Anne Conlon
primary schools, will be performed on Friday ,

19th April at 7pm.

Ree

Come along for an evening to celebrate the
story of our school patron saint performed by
present and future pupils of our school
community. Tickets are available for £5 by
ringing the school office (all tickets will be non-
allocated seating).

St Augustine’s RC High School
60th Anniversary Production
in collaboration with our primaries
7PM FRIDAY 19TH APRIL
£5 per ticket

Do you recognise yourself in this photograph?

As you are aware, we are celebrating turning 60 with a
lovely printed ephemera! We would like to pack it full of
St. Augustine's nostalgia, and are hoping that past pupils
and staff can help us.

If you have any photographs or old newspaper cuttings,
please email eatoughc@sarchs.com. We are looking ideally

for items from the 1960's/1970's and 2000's. Thank

YOU # =



mailto:eatoughc@sarchs.com
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Thank you to all our Year 9 Charity Ambassadors who sold raffle tickets last

week during lunchtime for a Finch Bakery Easter Raffle! This is their second \ — —— BAKERY.
fundraising event of the year to raise money for Young Lives vs Cancer. A \ =x . ] Z I
huge thank you to the team at Finch Bakery too as they have donated two ‘N ‘ @ [ aNe
£20 gift vouchers as extra prizes for this fantastic cause! RE ‘ g .

Easter Raffle
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Year 10 Prefect Training Day

Selected year 10 pupils took part in their inaugural Prefect Training today,
where they ran through role expectations and responsibilities. Some pupils had
an extended, more in depth training session as they had been chosen as senior
prefects!

Well done to those of you who were selected for both prefect and senior
prefect positions — what an honour!

WELCOME...

. . . ST. AUGUSTINE’S
Year 10 Visit to Accrington and Rossendale College RC HIGH SCHOOL
A group of year 10 pupils were lucky enough to visit Accrington and o M| e

Rossendale College this week. They took part in a Media workshop, did a tour
of the construction and motor vehicle facilities and also got a guided tour of
the campus including the fantastic library facilities.

Examinations
Year 10 exams will begin on the 24™ April following our return from the Easter break.

Year 11 GCSE exams begin on the 7" May for some pupils, and then the 9t May for all
pupils.

Pupils will be given exam briefings in assemblies prior to them commencing.



https://www.facebook.com/finchbakery?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsUZkTmk0pC9HP2uJ-PcmFshCLrSBP4lbGbSj23vg8pDSOvM9mNJqHqScskJZKa4ykwFd-_zafogjKHq9QIzSxMxG6ihf8Umhhxc_sG-NVT4zC2wZH0vNlbEOgDVe042zTmavNVRrLmIHDdxXHMOZB&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/younglivesvscancer?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXsUZkTmk0pC9HP2uJ-PcmFshCLrSBP4lbGbSj23vg8pDSOvM9mNJqHqScskJZKa4ykwFd-_zafogjKHq9QIzSxMxG6ihf8Umhhxc_sG-NVT4zC2wZH0vNlbEOgDVe042zTmavNVRrLmIHDdxXHMOZB&__tn__=-%5dK-R

RIBBLE VALLEY
HEALTH & WELLBEING

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
TO KEEP
YOUR KIDS HEALTHY
¢ ACTIVE




What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) shows an increase in 11 to 17-year-olds experimenting with
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 to 11.6% in 2023. It’s concerning that these age-restricted products are getting into the hands
of under 18s as most contain nicotine, which can be detrimental to brain development and cause long-term addiction.

Some schools have reported students having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings; vaping in school

toilets; and even trying vapes found in their local park. Raising awareness of the risks among young people could

help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapers.
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Run by the Cambridgeshire and Petorborough Hoalthy Schools Senvice ol
{commissioned by Cambridgeshire County Councll u‘r'va Peterborough City HEALTHY
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Useful Resources and Support

Useful Online Safety Websites Useful contacts to report a concern

National Online Safety - safety guides on If you are worried and need help, then please contact one of the following:
ALL aspects of internet use

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/ Tel: 0800 1111 www.ceop.police.uk

Internet Matters — wide range of online Web:

safety advice for parents to keep their WWW childline.co.uk CEOP
children safe on-line.

https://www.internetmatters.org/ Crirm .

keoth PAPYRUS

PREVENTION OF YOUNG SUICIDE

Samaritans  are

here to listen
Papyrus provide confidential support and advice to young 24/7, 365 days a

people struggling with thoughts of suicide, and anyone year. Call 116
waorried about a young person. Call 0800 068 4141 or text 123 for support
07860 039967 (opening hours: 9.00am — 12.00am, 365 days

a year)

Kooth is a free, safe and anonymous online
mental wellbeing community which
includes a live chat with the team feature,
discussion boards, magazines and helpful
articles and a daily journal.

Online Resources

There are apps available, such as ‘Calm Harm’ and ‘Clear Fear’ that you can download to your mobile, or if you have a tablet. These
can provide useful distraction techniques for managing anxiety and thoughts of self-harm.

Useful Contacts

The Mental Health Crisis Line in Lancashire are available 24/7 over the phone and can be contacted on 0800 953
0110

The Well-Being Helpline is available Monday — Friday, 7.00pm - 11.00pm plus Saturday & Sunday 12.00pm -
12.00am, it is staffed by volunteers who can offer emotional support or if you would like to chat about your mental
health. This helpline can be reached on 0800 915 4640 or by texting the word ‘Hello@ to 07860 022846

Hopeline UK is a young person’s suicide prevention charity. They can be called on 0800 068 4141 or text 07860
039967

www.youngminds.org.uk Information for children and young people about mental health and wellbeing. Free 24/7
crisis messenger — text YM to 85258

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/ advice and practical tips to help look after your mental health and wellbeing.
www.itsgoodtotalk.org.uk Listings of local counsellors

www.themix.org.uk The Mix’s Crisis Messenger text service is available 24/7 and open to anyone aged 25 or under
living in the UK. If you're in crisis and need to talk, text THEMIX to 85258 Helpline: 0800 808 4994

www.thecalmzone.net Support for young men who are down or in a crisis.
Helpline 0800585858

http://www.centreplace.org.uk/talkzone.htm counselling, live chat on-line or telephone

www.the-lookout.org.uk Support around domestic abuse for young people and families, run by Children & Family
Wellbeing service.

www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-young-people Information and support for mental health and wellbeing
issues.

https://mermaidsuk.org.uk - Helping gender-diverse kids, young people and their families
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